
The Flying Falcon 

1st December  2017 

Headmaster 

We have a running joke at the Pre-Prep, a kind of countdown to Christmas!  Three more 
Mondays, Two more Mondays etc. but in reality it is frightening how quickly a week goes 
by.  I remember sitting with the PA planning the Ball which is taking place tomorrow 
evening.  I am really looking forward to a rather posh do. It was lovely to meet and have 
lunch with Miss Buchanan this week.  We had an hour scheduled together, but we could 
have discussed our ideas for much longer.  She has great enthusiasm, passion for edu-
cation and in depth knowledge of how to run a boys Prep school.  Her list of secondary 
school headmasters, who she knows well, is extensive.  The Hall where she is the aca-
demic deputy head at the moment has children from Early Years to Year 8.  This alone 
was incredibly important to me as she knows how little children learn as well as bigger 
children.  This will help ensure the seamless transition from Year 2 to Year 3 as the boys 
are still little when they move to the bigger pond.  So many of the ideas and the vision 
we talked about together, revealed how much we have in common and we laid the foun-
dation for what I think will be an excellent partnership between two separate schools 
which will remain closely linked.  Year 2 had their parent consultations this week which 
were very well received.  Kestrel class had their assembly this morning with the theme of 
‘How important it is to embrace difference between each other’, a value we regard highly 
at the Falcons Pre-Prep.  The boys partook in the NSPCC challenge during games today 
to raise money for this very worthy and important organisation.   

If I don’t see you tomorrow evening in your black ties and frocks or at the gate, I hope 
you have a wonderful weekend!   Remember to wrap up warm. 

Andrew Forbes 

Early Years News 
Nursery 
We would like to say a very big thank you to Mr. 
Benedetti, Mrs. Mehta and Mrs. Timoshenko who all 
came into the Nursery to read stories to the boys in 
their native language (Spanish, Cantonese and 
Russian). The boys thoroughly enjoyed this and it is 
always wonderful to have parents spending time in 
nursery with us. We have been looking at winter 
words and using pictures as clues. The boys have 
been helping us to read the words. Our number this 
week was 6 and we met a very cheeky seal in Ten 
Town! Thank you so much for bringing in the items 
for the Christmas costumes. A letter has gone home 
today with all the arrangements for next week, so 
please do have a look at it and as always come and 
ask if you have any questions. We have a very ex-
citing week coming up with rehearsals, play, Christ-
mas lunch and the PA Christmas party! Phew I’m 
tired just thinking about it. Have a lovely restful 
weekend and we will see you on Monday. 

Reception 

We are pleased to say that behaviour has improved considerably 
after our last newsletter, so thank you for your obvious support at 
home, though there is still some way to go. Please continue to re-
mind your sons of the school rules and the way in which they con-
tribute towards good learning and a happy environment. 
1 We use indoor voices in the classroom; we can shout in the play-
ground 
2 We listen to each other and to the adults around us. 
3 We do what the teachers say straightaway. 
4 We look after our things, they belong to all of us. 
Meanwhile we have worked hard on our play, learnt /l/and /ll./ in 
phonics and continued to develop our counting skills. It is December 
1st today, so we have begun making Christmas things in the class-
room and getting ready for the festivities. Christmas cards next 
week! 
Thank you for your support, have a good weekend, the Reception 
Team 

Mr Benedetti read “The Giraffe 
that ate the moon” to Nursery in 

Spanish. 



Year 1 News 
In Year 1 mathematics this week we have been learning about 2D and 3D shapes. We have remind-
ed ourselves of the names of the basic shapes and also practised describing shapes using new vo-
cabulary like surfaces and vertices. 
In English, we have started learning how to write a story using characters and descriptions of where 
the story is happening. We read the ‘Owl Babies’ story and had a discussion about what frightened 
the little owls. We also had time to talk about what frightens us! Next week we will continue in this 
theme and plan how to write a story. 
The boys had great fun in science, still following the theme of light and dark and made shadow pup-
pets in dinosaur shapes. 
Thank you to the families who have sent in their sponsorship forms for the NSPCC. If you have not 
done so, please send it in as soon as possible. 
Next week is the final full school week before Christmas so the boys will be busy practising their car-
ols and will have the fun day to look forward to. 
Have a wonderful weekend, and see you next week. 

Year 2 News 
It has been an electrifying week in Year 2. The boys were shocked and amazed as they investigated static 
electricity; there were plates sticking to walls and hair standing on end. They have explored various ways of 
how electricity is created and learned about how to stay safe around electricity too. 
In maths, the boys have raided Mr. Forbes’s piggy bank and have been adding coins accurately to make differ-
ent amounts. They have discovered various ways to make the same amount too. Put the boys to the test when 
you visit the shops this weekend with them and ask them to add the coins together to make the correct amount 
to pay. They could even predict how much change they should receive. 
In English, the boys have been practising their comprehension skills and writing answers in full sentences and 
checking each other’s work. Next week the boys will working on Mr. Grinlings Christmas adventure. We are 
looking forward to it. 
Wow! The teachers have been amazed with some of the creative ideas and constructions that have been built 
for our Democracy project. Thank you for supporting the boys on this. We are very impressed. 
Well done to Kestrels for their wonderful assembly and thank you to the parents for attending. 
It’s going to be another cold week next week, so please encourage the boys to bring their labelled hats, 
scarves and gloves. 
Wrap up warm and have a lovely weekend. 
Year 2 



Specialist News 
Art 

Artist of the week is Oscar G from Reception Nightingales. We love his bright,  colour mixing         

experiments!  

Music 
Nursery and Reception have been rehearsing their Nativity this week. They are working hard to learn 

lots of exciting songs.  

French 

In year 1 and 2 this week we have been learning vocabulary related to Christmas traditions. We have 

been practising them by playing a game where teams challenged each other for a particular number 

of examples of words and phrases decided by the roll of a dice!  

Pitch Side News 
 

Red House Star of the 

Week  
Julian C for his fantastic 

defensive display performance 

against Wetherby!  

Green House Star of the 

Week 
William W has been trying very 

hard to stay on task during PE 

this week. Great work! 

 

Blue House Star of the 

Week 
Jack H-W for showcasing 

excellent ball control during our 

football match. 

Yellow House Star of 

the Week  

Yellow house’s star of the week 

is Fred M, for always giving it 

100%! 

 Sportsmanship Cup 

winner of the Week  

Lachlan S is this week’s 

sportsmanship cup winner, for 

helping his classmates and 

always having a smile on his 

face!  



General News 

Sports kit reminder 
Please can all boys make sure they have the following for 
games and fixtures: 

-        Navy blue polo top 
-        Navy blue shorts 
-        Hooped sports socks (Year 1 & 2 only) 
-        Fleece, jumper or base layer 

Important Dates 

2nd December– Joint Pre-prep and Prep PA 

Christmas Ball 

6th December– Nursery & Reception Christmas 

Play Rehearsal 

7th December- Nursery & Reception Christmas 

Play  at 11am Gunnersbury Church 

8th December- Pre-prep Christmas fun day 

HOUSE POINTS 

1017 1009 

1007 1018 

 

 

 
Camilo A 
Fred M 

James L-K 
William N 

PA News 

 

24 hours to get into your Bond best.  Fizz served from 7.30pm and dinner served at 
8.30pm.  There will be dancing, magic and gambling – if you are feeling lucky you might win a 
free photoshoot and £100 credit with www.syarifahphotography.com. 
  
Please consider supporting Syria Relief (at no cost to you) as you shop for your Christmas tree -
www.jumblebee.co.uk/christmastreesforsyriarelief 

  
Next Friday the PA elves will be out in full force transforming the hall into a truly unique wonder-
land!  Please don’t forget your son’s (unwrapped) KidsOut gift in a GIFT BAG with the tag fixed 
to the handle. Your donation will make the world of difference to the children supported by this 
charity.  For more info…..you know where to click! 
  
Christmas shopping online? Please sign up to https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/
falconspreprepassoc/ .  Every pound you spend at participating websites will raise money for 
the PA at no cost to you.   
  
Finally, if you think you will be seeking some calm in your life in 2018 – what better way to start 
than with the workshop with Olivia Horne “Mindfulness & Calm for Busy Families” @ 8pm on 25 
January 2018 – buy your tickets at  
https://www.jumblebee.co.uk/mindfulnesscalmforbusyfamilies 
  
To find out more about all the PA has on the boil, please add www.jumblebee.co.uk/
falconsboyspa to your favourites. 
 

The new link to access Frog is 

https://frog.falconsboys.co.uk/app/adfs  

Although parents are permitted to take photos 
and videos during school events we strongly 
advise parents against the publication of any 

such photographs/videos on the internet (e.g. on 
social media). 

Thank you for your support on this matter. 

ADMIN 

Please may I remind everyone that you need to book Late Care through the office in          
advance. 

Breakfast Club– 7:45 to 8:00. Please make sure that you drop your son off on time. We clean  
up at 8 o’clock. 
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