
The Flying Falcon 

17th November 2017 

Headmaster 

I have heard Christmas songs on the radio this week and we have them buzzing around our 
building as we are preparing for our Advent Concert.  I must admit I usually like to keep  
Christmas to the start of December, but the music has really brought a sense of happiness 
and warmth to the building.   We had our Autumn Governance visit this week.  We enjoyed 
showcasing what we do with our boys and staff, but unfortunately we always seem to be short 
of time.  We enjoy the rigour and thorough debates we have with the Governors, as my team 
and I always feel we learn so much from them.  On Wednesday, I travelled into central Lon-
don to our head office and on the crowded tube I saw a familiar face.  I instantly recognised 
her as a mum from my days at Ravenscourt Park Prep School. I greeted her and we started 
talking about both of her boys whom I had taught when they were in Year 2.  Firstly it made 
me feel old as her eldest son is now 22 years old and at Leeds University studying Business 
Economics and her second son at Hampton School.  Fortunately I remembered both of their 
names and recalled quite a lot about them.  She said something to me which made me smile; 
she recounted how stressful she had found the Prep school environment, always worrying if 
her two sons would get into the top schools she was aiming for.  She felt she had missed a lot 
of their childhood focussing on the outcome and not enjoying the process of their  
schooling.  Her eldest son did not get into any of her first choice secondary schools but had 
done exceptionally well in what she called their 5th choice.  She said it was an absolute bless-
ing in disguise and that it had been the making of him.  She said she had just wished that she 
had known what she knows now when her children were younger, that children in our types of 
schools will all do well.  The route they end up taking may not be the one we had hoped for, 
but as long as we have happy, confident and resilient children, they will do well in life.    
Have a wonderful weekend. 

Andrew Forbes 

Early Years News 
Nursery 
This week the Nursery team are feeling very 
proud of our hardworking boys! As it is Anti-
bullying week, we started with a very interactive 
circle time about what makes a good friend. We 
were delighted that the children knew so many 
ways to be kind and they demonstrate this behav-
iour on a daily basis. Our letter for the week is ‘I,i’ 
and we met inky the mouse. As well learning the 
number 5 and meeting Fiona Five in Ten Town, 
the boys have been counting groups of objects 
and matching the quantity to the numeral. We are 
very impressed with how well their number skills 
are coming along. Please remember to log onto 
FROG to see pictures of your boys in action. We 
have started rehearsing for our Christmas Nativity 
and the costume letters have gone home today. 
Please come and talk to us if you have any ques-
tions. Have a fabulous weekend and we will see 
you on Monday. 

Reception 

This week we have begun the serious business of the Nativity play in 
earnest. We have already rehearsed the play three times and beginning 
to add in the finer detail. The teachers have sorted out the costumes and 
the boys are beginning to learn their lines. We are making some amend-
ments to the script to make sure it is easy for each boy to remember and 
we will be sending home the lines in Message Books early next week. A 
letter has come home detailing each boy’s part and asking parents to 
provide suitable white underwear – white tights or leggings and a long 
sleeved white vest – to keep the boys warm when they are in costume. 
Our letters this week have been /b/ and /h/ and we have been practising 
tricky words, blending for reading and segmenting for writing. In maths we 
have been learning to estimate, to make a good guess before we check 
by counting and any practice you can give your son in the kitchen or while 
shopping would be very helpful. For many of them this skill seems to be 
in direct contradiction of the counting skills they have been learning up to 
now, but it is a very important part of both everyday maths and solving 
maths problems in class, (what should the answer look like?). 
Have a good weekend 
The Reception Team 

Year 2 listening of first hand      
accounts of World War 2 during 

the Grandparent’s Tea party. 



Year 1 News 
Building comprehension skills has been an important focus this week. We are encouraging 
boys to ‘read between the lines’ and make inferences from text and pictures. In Mathemat-
ics, the boys have been developing their understanding of subtraction. We have been in-
credibly impressed with the confidence the boys have shown as we have started giving them 
more complex and challenging problems to solve! Year 1 ventured outside the school gates 
this week and took a walk to observe their local area. We saw some trains and even some 
Dutch architecture, which initiated some very interesting discussions! In Science, we sorted 
man-made and natural light sources and with plenty of Christmas decorations popping up in 
the stores, it seemed quite timely to begin learning about the Christian Christmas story in 
RE. 

Have a lovely weekend. 

Year 1 

Year 2 News 
This week, the boys have spent their maths lessons engrossed in time. They are learning to tell time to half 
past, quarter past and quarter to the hour on an analogue clock. They have also learnt to convert time from an-
alogue to digital and have been applying their knowledge to answer questions relating to time. Please help 
them to consolidate this learning by making them aware of times of key activities at home e.g. bedtime, supper 
and asking them questions at home involving time. E.g. remind me in 20min to check on dinner. If it takes us 
20min to walk to school, what time will we arrive?  
They have looked closely at speech and how it has an impact on stories we read and well as thinking about 
characters in a story and the types of speech they might use. There has been teaching around the punctuation 
we use and appropriate ways to set out speech.  
We have continued our learning on the Second World War and the boys thoroughly enjoyed the grandparent’s 
tea party this week. They received so many interesting and informative answers to their questions as did the 
teachers.  
Next week, we look forward to the visit to the Prep school on Tuesday and Thursday as the boys experience a 
taste of life at the prep school.  
We also look forward to seeing the Merlin’s class assembly next week.  
Have a great weekend.  
Year 2  



Specialist News 
Art 

Artist of the week is Vihaan K from Merlins for his beautiful poppy-field watercolour painting.  

Music 
The boys have been continuing their preparation for the Christmas Productions. Here are a group 

from Jays singing In the Bleak Midwinter.  

French 

In Year 1 and 2 we have been practising making a sentence with our new outdoor Christmas present 

vocabulary during a team listening game.  

Pitch Side News 
 Red House Star of the 

Week  
Dylan E always comes to PE 

with the correct attitude. He is 

ready to listen and this is 

evident in his performances. 

Well done.  

 

Green House Star of the 

Week 
Oliver K was very focused this 
week in PE and showed great 
skill when dribbling a football in 

and out of a set of cones  

 

Blue House Star of the 

Week 
Freddie J has taken to Basketball 

quickly. He was a bit apprehensive 

at the start however, he is on fire 

now. Watch out Michael Jordan!  

Yellow House Star of 

the Week  

Ben G showed excellent 

catching skills this week and 

really set the bar high for his 

classmates.  

Sportsmanship Cup 

winner of the Week  

Reilly B is a very well-

mannered and polite boy, 

who is beginning to show 

huge improvements in his 

physical development.  



General News 

Sports kit reminder 
Please can all boys make sure they have the following for 
games and fixtures: 
 

-        Navy blue polo top 
-        Navy blue shorts 
-        Hooped sports socks (Year 1 & 2 only) 
-        Fleece, jumper or base layer 

Important Dates 

21st November- Merlins to visit the Prep school  

23rd November- Peregrines and Kestrels to 

visit the Prep school 

24th November– Merlins Parents assembly 

U7 ABCD vs Wetherby Pre-prep (H) 

HOUSE POINTS 

757 773 

764 765 

 

 
There have been no birthdays this 

week. 

PA News 

 

Those sleigh bells are definitely getting louder! This week saw the arrival of a fab array of the boys’ Christmas 
mugs, cards and tea towels. The elves are busy hemming aprons so they are still a couple of weeks away. Thank 
you again to everyone who ordered, your enthusiasm for your boys’ creations enables us to create the stunning PA 
Christmas Funday, to name just one of the many events we host for he boys throughout the year. 
 
If you manage to read this by midnight tonight (17th November) and you haven’t brought your tickets to the fabu-
lous PA Ball...QUICK… hop on to the Jumblebee ticket shop before it closes at midnight. Thank you to everyone 
who has bought their tickets, it is going to be a marvellous night. Of course, we will also make the draw for the win-
ner of the two kindly donated Spurs tickets! It’s all go at Falcons! 
 
To find out more about all the PA has on the boil, please add www.jumblebee.co.uk/falconsboyspa to 
your favourites. 

The new link to access Frog is 

https://frog.falconsboys.co.uk/app/adfs  

 

ADMIN 

Please may I remind everyone that you need to book Late Care through the office in advance. 

The year 2 Parent Consultation form is available in the office. 

Breakfast Club– 7:45 to 8:00. Please make sure that you drop your son off on time. We clean  up at 8 
o’clock. 

http://www.jumblebee.co.uk/falconsboyspa
https://frog.falconsboys.co.uk/app/adfs

